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Newsletter Edition 23              
January 2023 
 

 

Promoting education - our response to violence and escalation 

 

Current reports in the media show a picture that Israel and Palestine are currently 
threatening to sink into bloody conflicts driven by hate and violence. This concerns 
us. We are counting on young people on both sides who engage for sense fullness 
and peace, and whom we are helping, with the means we have and added by that 
what others with hearts like ours contribute, to follow their path to education and 
training. Hate and violence do not address peoples mind, not their realization that 
violence and counter-violence trigger the turning of a senseless spiral that results in 
nothing else but misery and suffering for people on both sides. 
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Education and training are sustainably the most 
effective means against the senselessness of hate 
and violence, and for peace!  

Therefore, in this newsletter we focus on the 
reports of the projects we support, which are 
working in a special way for reconciliation and 
peace in this region. 

 

Good neighborhood - Israeli students help young Palestinians 

             from Isawija      on Mt. Scope 

For the third year now, we are supporting a special project at the Hebrew University 
in Jerusalem. Together with the Mandel Foundation, we fund scholarships for young 
Palestinian women who live in the university building located below Mount Scopus 
in the Palestinian-inhabited neighborhood of Al-Isawija. It was the initiative of two 
professors from the Mandel School at the Hebrew University (Israel Yuval and 
Richard Cohen) that launched this "peace project" in the true sense of the word. 
They brought young people from the Palestinian settlement below the university 
"up" to offer them the chance to participate in education and training at the 
university with financial support in the form of scholarships. During our visit to the 
university in October 2021, the Arab organizers of the project in particular 
emphasized how important this project is for the future of young people in Isawija. 
It is an essential tool to get young people away from the violence on the streets in 
Isawija. We have received these days the study reports of the current 7 scholarship 
holders. Here are a few quotes: 

“Dear Sir, I have the honor to present to you my sincere thanks and gratitude for your 
constant giving. I really do appreciate that you took from your time, and gave me this 
chance. I would like to introduce myself as a student that majoring in social work at the 
Hebrew University. My name is Aya (..), an outstanding student from Al-Isawiya, 
and so, I am an accomplished student. I aspire to help the people around me, trying my 
best to change the bad to the best in my ways. Also, I strongly believe in the saying 
“Give and you will receive". I give you my deeply thanks and gratitude for your contribution 
in giving me an opportunity in order to build my academic opportunity, and to study my 
dream major, best wishes, 
Aya  
 



 

     
          

 

3 
 

My name is Yasmin (…)  I’m an 18-year-old in my first year at nursing hospital 
Hadassah at the Hebrew university, it wasn’t an easy journey for me, I worked 
really hard to get in, and was worried about my financial situation, but this 
scholarship is going to help me tremendously, so I wanted to send you my 
gratitude and say thank for the opportunity and the help you send out for 
many students in need including me, my hope for the future is for this 
scholarship to continue and prosper throughout the years, in the hope it will 
help many students in need of the financial help that you provide, thank you 
again, and I’m extremely grateful for everything. 
With love and gratitude, 
Yasmin “ 
 
In the meantime, we have already been able to co-finance 20 scholarships through 
this project. 

 
Legal - Crossing borders thanks to LEAP and Ali 
 

There are many 
border installations 
between the 
Palestinian 
territories of the so-
called West Bank 
and Israel. At the 
checkpoints, by 
showing a special 
permit, it is not only 

possible for many people living in Palestine, but also crucial for their existence and 
that of their family members, to be able to cross these borders. In Israel, their labor 
is needed; they themselves and their families do not find sufficient opportunities to 
earn a living on their side of the border fortifications. In many cases permits to 
cross the borders are not issued, not be extended, or be revoked. Not seldom legal 
errors occur. Without legal support, the Palestinians concerned would be helpless, 
without work and without hope. These are situations in which despair and 
disappointment, possibly incited by provocateurs, often turn into anger, hate and 
even violence. The charitable initiative of LEAP (Legal Aid for Palestinians) supports 
the affected people with legal aid. They often succeed in obtaining the necessary 
permits and thus help the Palestinians concerned to find work, income and hope 
again. 
 
We support this commitment of LEAP by co-financing the professional training of an 
Arab Israeli, who received his legal education in Israel, for one year with a 
considerable amount of money. We are also able to do this because a family from 
our hometown supports us with a generous donation.  
 
. 
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Ali is the young lawyer currently receiving this training. Prof. 
Kenneth Mann from Israel, who is in charge of Ali's training, 
wrote us recently: 
 
“Ali J. continues to learn many skills at our office in the town of 
Hawarra on the West Bank. He is gaining understanding of many 
critical details about the problems and challenges of Palestinian 
workers and is gaining confidence about what kinds of legal help 
can be provided, what to do and when to do it. The NGO LEAP 
continues its important work while we seek to give our services to 
a larger number of workers who are requesting legal assistance so 
that they will be able to support their essentials at home, and in 
many cases support their parents and other family members.” 
 
We will visit Ali in Hawarra during our trip to Israel/Palestine in March this year. 
 
 

Ghada - as a Muslim, educated at the Catholic University in 
Bethlehem is about to realize her dream: midwife 
 

 It could seem like a miracle that something like 
this happens, but in fact it is everyday life in this 
region beyond violence and counter-violence. The 
young muslim woman devoted to her career  as a 
midwife, helping young mothers to bring their 

child into the world as healthy as possible, received her training for this at the 
Catholic University of Bethlehem. But it could also have been at Hadassah College in 
Jerusalem, a Jewish study institution. We all sincerely hope that one day this 
everyday peaceful coexistence of different religions and peoples will dominate the 
headlines about this region and not reports of terror and state brutality.  
 
Ghada has had a hard time personally since her parents separated. But she is 
fighting her way through. What gives her strength, besides her faith, is her 
enthusiasm for her future profession as a midwife. One more semester and then she 
will finally have made it. A few lines from her report on the semester that has just 
ended: 
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"As you know, this is my fourth year in my studies. I have one semester left to realize 
my childhood dream of becoming a midwife. It was a dream, but now it is becoming a 
reality. The road has been very hard and there have been many obstacles, but I have 
worked really hard and given my best to be in this position now. I am counting the days 
to register as a midwife, which I have always dreamed of. Sometimes life circumstances 
made the journey more difficult, especially when those circumstances were concern my 
private situation. As you know, it was a very hard time for me to adjust to the new 
circumstances of life or even a new life. To be honest, the personal problems affected me 
a lot, but I did my best and I try to stay strong and not to let myself be diverted from my 
path." 
 
We also want to meet Ghada in person in March to not only help her financially on 
the "last meters" of her successful path, but to encourage her. 

  “When I am older, I want to look back at my life and reminisce about how I have 
changed the world. I am still learning about myself and with the help of God, I 
will get to where I need to be.” (Valerie Nyasha J., Südafrika, 17 Jahre alt, 
Stipendiatin unserer Stiftung) 

 

 What the fight against hatred and violence is in Israel, the fight 
against poverty is in Africa.  

            

          Tanzania                           Southafrica    Uganda 

Our trip to Tanzania and Uganda in November 2022 changed our minds, because for 
the first time we saw with our own eyes how different life is there than here in 
Central Europe. Since then, we have been questioning many things that we took for 
granted in terms of everyday comfort, prosperity, and thoughtlessness. We, with our 
foundation, will deal with this continent more intensively in the future. Europeans, 
but also inhabitants of other continents outside Africa, where privileges are more 
commonplace, will have to turn more intensively to this continent and its people, 
whether they like it or not. In any case, we want to. 

To set the mood for what we are writing about here, we quote the story of little 
Melvin, whom we met at Teddy's Motherhouse in Masaka. 
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Melvin is 5 years old and lives in the 
orphanage of Teddy Nakanwagi in 
Masaka/Uganda. He moved from kindergarten 
to the first grade of pre-school this year 
because his teachers think he is particularly 
gifted. He was born in Kalungu, a district 
north of Masaka on the way to Kampala, the 
capital of Uganda. His mother was 15 years 
old at birth and therefore dropped out of 
school. The parents of the pregnant 15-year-
old mother did not want to take on the 
responsibility for her and the infant and 
therefore sent her to the streets. After Melvin 
was born, she initially stayed with her sister, 
who was married and had children of her own. 
But even her sister could not take care of 
mother and child additionally and forced the 
young mother to look for a job as a 
housemaid. The family where she found a job 
did not want anyone with a child, so she had 
to choose between the job and the child. The 
husband (Melvin's father) had disappeared. 
The 15-year-old mother painfully decided to 
take Melvin to her grandfather. Unfortunately, the grandfather was an alcoholic and took the 
boy to every bar he went to. The grandfather would spend the night with little Melvin in a 
sewer pipe by the road. When it rained and the old man was drunk, the boy was on his own. 
He spent many nights outdoors. The boy became worm sick. Teddy heard about the boy 
from the stories of a girl. She took care of Melvin, brought him to a hospital and eventually 
took him to the orphanage where he now lives. Melvin suffers from an illness that comes on 
every fortnight with a high fever, but then subsides. The doctors say this will continue until 
he is 12 years old. We have seen Melvin as a bright boy who likes to whiz around the 
orphanage yard in his car made from two sticks and a plastic bottle.   

We have included little Melvin in our sponsorship project for Teddy's orphanage. 
This was financed by our grandchildren foregoing a not insignificant part of the 
Christmas presents intended for them. 

 

 

"It doesn't define us what we say or think, it defines us what we do." (Jana 
Austen) 
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What happens next? 

Further foundation projects in Africa will 
follow. We are working on when and which 
projects these will be. We were able to make 
many contacts. Project ideas are developing. 
For at least some of them we will need 
project partners, because they exceed our 
possibilities alone. But we will also find many 
points of contact for them. Stay curious.  

 

 

Attention - there is also a concert event of our foundation this 
year 

Thanks to our good 
cooperation with 
Lena Nemirovski, 
director of the 
Hassadna Jerusalem 
Music Conservatory, 
we have succeeded 
in winning over two 
outstanding young 
musicians who have 
accepted our 
invitation to come to 
Germany and, in any 
case, to make 
possible a second 
concert here in 
Leonberg-Warmbronn after the first concert last year, which was mainly performed 
by Elisabeth Gebremedihn, among others. 

Naor Equba (clarinet) and his friend Yali Zaken (piano) will form a significant part 
of this concert evening. They are among the most talented young artists of their 
respective genres from Israel.  

We are working on further programme elements.  

 

Please make a note: Friday, 07 July 2023, in the evening in 
Leonberg-Warmbronn. If you don't come, you are missing out! 
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Have we aroused your interest in our work?  

Visit our homepage www.fam-hoene.de ! Contact us at stiftung@fam-hoene.de or by 
phone at +49 7152 3537299! 

If you would like to support our work, either by providing information about worthy 
educational projects or in any other way, we would be very pleased to hear from you. If 
you would like to support us through donations or endowments, you can also do so in 
relation to a project. We guarantee that your donation will be used exclusively and 
directly for the project of your choice. In the case of project-related endowments, we 
ensure that the income attributable to your endowment is used exclusively for the 
project you have selected.  

If you wish to do so, you will find the necessary information on our homepage. Our 
donation account at the Kreissparkasse Böblingen (BIC BBKRDE6BXXX) has the IBAN 
DE17 6035 0130 00011098 14. 

Call us or write us an email at stiftung@fam-hoene.de. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

"It is not what our hands hold that makes us 
rich, but what our hearts give away." 

(Thomas Romanus) 
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